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On Sept. 12, the Inter-American Human Rights Commission released a communique stating that
the Haitian military was responsible for a Sept. 11 attack on a Catholic church in Port-au-Prince.
The Commission said it was "horrified" by the assault resulting in the deaths of at least seven
persons, injuries to at estimated 60 persons, and the complete destruction of the San Juan Bosco
church. (See Chronicle 09/13/88.) According to the communique, during an informal visit by a
Commission delegation concluded a few days ago, military officials asserted they had not and would
not seek reprisals against religious. The Rev. Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was celebraing mass at
San Juan Bosco when the church was attacked, told the Commission he had received numerous
death threats, and that he had experienced three attempts on his life. The communique said that
the assault occurred with at least the acquiescence of the military. Soldiers at a military base across
the street from the church merely stood by and watched an estimated 300 assailants armed with
knives, machetes and clubs destroy the building and attempt to murder as many of the 500 to
600 parishioners as possible. The actions by the military, said the communique, were in flagrant
violation of international agreements and obligations on human rights, and the most elementary
norms of civilized behavior. (Basic data from AFP, 09/12/88)
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